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enough to realise the political value of their*votes. He would also like to bar the
Maharashtra Brahmins from being leturned fro-n rural constituencies to the Council,
He cite 1 an instance of 6 out of 7 appointments of jurlgeships going to
Brahmin si ice a Brahmin hid been made the Home Member.
Sir Hiri Singh Gour argue I tivil: if they could not improve their lot when at
least h ilf the govern neat was under popular control, their position would be worse
when there was no popular control at all as the witness suggested.
Witness did not want the public to be exploited by Brahmins during the time that
non-Brahmins and others were being politically educated. The Rai Bahadur
further wanted statutory provision in the constitution giving to the depressed classes
the right of entry into Hindu temples. He wanted the minimum percentage of
Europeans in services to be fixed, but would not suggest any definite figure.
He went on to suggest that the franchise should be extended to all who had an
income of Rs. 120 per month.
Mr. Roughtons*   Evidence
Mr. N. J. Roughton> Financial Secretary to the Central Provinces Government
was next examined by the Conference. He traced in detail the history of the formula
fixing 60 to 40 as the ratio of the expenditure in the Central Provinces and Berar res-
pectively. In 1923-24 the ratio of expenditui e in the two areas was 73 to 27, but they
had gradually worked up to a 62 to 38 ratio. Witness was hoping that this
year they would be able to work up to a 60 to 40 ratio, but the su iden famine in the
northern part of the province had upset their calculations.
Discussing the Meston Settlement with reference to the Central Provinces Gov-
ernment Mr. Rough ton said the revenue of the province had gone up from 49$ lakhs
to 554 lakhs during the period that had elapsed since that Settlement was arrived at
and the beads of revenue in the province were inelastic largely due to the restriction
of time limit and percentage limit on the revision of land revenue.
Excise was a contracting rather than an expanding source of revenue. They
had raised an additional revenue to make the two ends meet by increasing the
duty on stamps temporarily for three years. He expected an increase of three lakhs
of rupees in the revenue this year.
Sir John Simon comparing the expenditure per million of the population in C. P.
with the other provinces on the nation building departments remarked that it was
rather low in this province.
Mr, Roughtpn : "We have to cut our coat according to our cloth." For giving
increased spending power to transferred departments he suggested that fresh taxation
should be imposed. Mr. Roughton did not consider the Meston Settlement as a
satisfactory arrangement and was of opinion that some readjustments were necessary in
the direction of giving more assistance to more backward provinces. The possible way
of increasing central revenues out of which this assistance could be given, he said,
was to increase salt tax and levy death duties.
.
The work of the Commission being now completed, it adjourned to prepare finil
T!?i The report of the Central Committee came out earlier, being published on
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This closed the public sitting of the Conference. The Commission then left for
Delhi arriving there on the i8th March and held final sittings between the 2ist
March and the 4th April when the members of the Government of India gave
them the benefit of their views and a final Conference was held with the Provincial
Committees. They left for England on the 1 3th April and re-assembled in London
«^tbe 7th June and during the following six weeks they held joint sittings with the
pmtaat Committee for the elucidation of questions connected with the Army in
* the Secretary of State and other matters.
,
. December 1929.   In the following pages we give important extracts from the
-<*'& summary of recommendations.

